






































 
 
 

INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS 
 

Plenary Meeting to Launch 
the Anti-Corruption Network of Practitioners under the UNODC project entitled "Fostering 

Sustainable Development by Supporting the Implementations of UNCAC in Countries Along the Silk 
Road Economic Belt" 

 
11-12 December 2021 (hybrid format) 

I. Date and venue 

1. The plenary meeting will be held in the El Wadi room at the International Congress Centre (ICC) 
in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt, from 11 to 12 December 2021. The layout of the conference venue 
is provided below.  

2. In view of the fact that the event precedes the Conference of the States Parties to the United 
Nations Convention against Corruption (CoSP), participating States may wish to send the same 
officials as delegates to the meeting as well as the Conference.  

II. Level of representation 

3. In view of the critical and discrete nature of the matters to be considered and discussed at the 
meeting, in-person representation at the highest possible level of national anti-corruption 
authorities, their specialized units and/or national authorities on the regulation and integrity 
of public investment and development projects is strongly encouraged.  

III. Registration, opening and seating arrangements 

4. Information on the arrangements for the opening to be held on Saturday, 11 December 2021 
from 9:30 to noon, will be made available the day before the inaugural session by email. 
Participants will also be informed upon entry into the meeting venue.  

5. Pre-assigned seating will be available for all in-person participants.  

6. Registration will be handled by UNODC staff at the registration area of the meeting venue. 
Participants will be provided with an identification badge which will be necessary for accessing 
the meeting room for further sessions.  

7. Information on procedures for online registration and links to the virtual meeting room will be 
sent in a separate communication to those participating virtually.   

8. After the formal opening session, participants will be invited to introduce themselves and 
deliver opening statements in alphabetical order of the countries they represent.  

9. In addition to the statements delivered by participants present at the meeting, participating 
States are welcome to submit pre-recorded video statements by high-level representatives, 
such as ministers, vice-ministers, heads of delegation and other dignitaries.  

10. Participants are requested to adhere to a speaking time of maximum of 4 minutes.  

IV. Provisional agenda and proposed organization of work 

11. The annotated provisional agenda is provided together with this document in English and 
Russian.  



V. Language 

12. The meeting will primarily be conducted in English with simultaneous Chinese and Russian 

interpretation. Participants will be provided with a portable receiving set and headphones.  

VI. Participation and costs 

13. UNODC will sponsor the travel of two in-person participants per participating State to Sharm 
el-Sheikh (Egypt).  

14. The route for all travels shall be the most economical and direct route available, and the cabin 
class entitlement is Economy for the entire duration of the travel.  

15. Connecting points or stopover(s), if any, will only be funded when a forced overnight (8h 
minimum layover) is required to reach the destination or there is a change in the mode of 
transportation. 

16. In case of such stopovers, participants will receive funds to cover expenses for accommodation 
and meals up to their respective DSA percentage component or actual amount, whichever less. 

17. In-person participants will receive a daily subsistence allowance (DSA) for the two days of the 
meeting (11 and 12 December). Hotel expenses will be reimbursed up to 50% of the amount 
of applicable DSA entitlement. Moreover, in cases when the official itinerary calls for arriving 
on the day before the meeting or leaving a day after its finalization, hotel expenses will be 
reimbursed under the same conditions stated before.   

18. Participants are advised to reserve a room that will permit them to have a comfortable 
arrival/departure.  

19. Participants who are attending the CoSP and are leaving the host country after the Conference 
will have to submit a personal deviation request. In that case, the participant will be responsible 
for any penalties or additional expenses incurred as a result of taking a later flight. 

20. Flight tickets will be purchased by UNODC upon verification of itineraries with participants. 

21. DSA, entitlements and reimbursements, if applicable, will be transferred to participants’ bank 
accounts after the event. Thus, participants have to make sure that they have sufficient funds 
to cover the hotel expenses as well as other expenses during the event. 

VII. Travel support, visa and entry requirements.  

22. A valid visa and passport are required for entry into Egypt. No special visas are offered for 
participating in the meeting or the Conference. Participants must also be in possession of a 
proof of vaccination against COVID19 containing a readable QR code in perfect conditions 
(without scratches or marks). In the absence of such certificate, participants can also enter 
Egypt upon presentation of a negative PCR test no older than 72 hours. Participants are strongly 
encouraged to regularly check any changes on these entry regulations prior to departure.  

23. All participants travelling for business purposes will be required to undergo the standard 
procedure for acquiring visas through embassies and consulates of the Arab Republic of Egypt 
overseas. In-person participants must handle all the visa-related issues on their own. 

24. If not done yet, participants are highly encouraged to start the visa application process as soon 
as possible.  

25. Related information on visa requirements may be obtained from embassies and consulates of 
the Arab Republic of Egypt overseas. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Egypt has instructed all 
its Embassies and Consulates worldwide to facilitate visa issuance for participants.  



26. Visa costs will be reimbursed by UNODC to those participants not included in the list that 
UNDOC shared with the Government of the host country. 

VIII. Accommodation  

27. Participants are responsible for making their own hotel reservations for the conference session. 
(See annex II of the following document for a list of officially recommended hotels: link). 

28. Participants can make their own reservations and payments online with one of the affiliated 
hotels through the below link:  

https://connect.eventpro.net/eu/client/DB041011 

IX. Airport reception and transportation to and from hotels and airports  

29. A welcome area, fast-track visitors' entry and information desk will be set up at Cairo and 
Sharm el-Sheikh airports to assist participants arriving for the Conference session.  

30. A shuttle bus service between the airport in Sharm el-Sheikh and the officially recommended 
hotels of the session will be available free of charge to participants. Taxicabs and rental cars 
are also available at the airport, for which commercial costs are applicable.  

31. To arrange their transportation from the airport to the officially recommended hotel and vice 
versa, participants must fill out the following online form providing information about their 
arrival and departure: 9th UNCAC COSP Transfer Form (google.com). 

32. The schedule of the shuttle buses will be made available on the website maintained by the host 
Government (link).  

 
X. COVID-19 preventive measures for in-person participants 

33. UNODC and the host Government have developed a COVID-19 prevention plan for the 
Conference, based on the relevant guidelines issued by the Government of Egypt and the 
sanitary standards applicable to intergovernmental meetings organized by the United Nations. 
Details will be available on the following websites: COSP session 9 (unodc.org) and Egypt COSP9.  

34. Owing to the evolving nature of the situation, in-person participants are encouraged to check 
that information regularly. In-person participants must comply with the COVID-19-related 
measures in place; in particular, participants must not attend meetings if they show symptoms 
associated with COVID-19. They must also adhere to the distancing requirements at all times.  

35. It is strongly recommended that participants secure, prior to departure, international medical 
insurance for the period of participation, including COVID-19 coverage.  

XI. Climate 
 

36. The climate is warm and dry all year long, with temperatures ranging between 20° and 25° C in 
the winter months. December is still a warm month in Sharm el-Sheikh, with average 
temperature fluctuating between 15°C (59°F) and 23.2°C (73.8°F).  

XII. Official language of the country 

37. The official language in the Arab Republic of Egypt is Arabic. English is widely understood.  

XIII. Currency 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/treaties/UNCAC/COSP/session9/CAC-COSP-2021-INF-1/V2107738_E.pdf
https://connect.eventpro.net/eu/client/DB041011
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9eJIDIQtEEZCqLIO2tQ9Dx48pH-Ut9S-ysSZiXvy4-Jqrww/viewform
https://www.cosp9.eg/en-us/Participant-Guide/Pages/Transportation-to-and-from-hotels-and-airports.aspx
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/COSP/session9.html
https://www.cosp9.eg/en-us/Pages/Home.aspx


38. The national currency of the Arab Republic of Egypt is the Egyptian Pound. In Egypt, all 
transactions are made in Pounds.  

39. Currency exchanges can be found at Cairo and Sharm el-Sheikh airports and at major hotels 
and banks throughout the city. All banks buy and sell US Dollars, Euros and British Pounds. 
Exchange rates may differ depending on the bank. Some banks also ask for a form of 
identification such as a passport when changing money.  

40. Major credit cards (Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Diners Club) and traveller's cheques 
in major currencies are generally accepted in large hotels, restaurants and department stores, 
as well as in several large stores.  

XIV. Time 

41. Sharm el-Sheikh is Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) +2 hours.  

XV. Contact 
 

42. Should participants have any questions regarding this event, they can contact Mr. Javkhlan 
Yadamdorj (javkhlan.yadamdorj@un.org) or Mr. Alberto Martinez Garcia 
(alberto.martinezgarcia@un.org).  
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MONDAY, 13 DECEMBER 2021
PLENARY 1

THE CAPITAL
PLENARY 2

THE SUMMIT EL WADI EL FAYROUZ STE CATHERINE NILE VALLEY
High-level opening
10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Prevention of corruption 
through education
1:00–2:00 p.m.

A rule of law approach to 
promoting integrity and 
rebuilding trust
1:00–2:00 p.m.

Multisectoral partnerships 
towards policy 
reform based on the 
Implementation Review 
Mechanism
1:00–2:00 p.m.

National anti-corruption 
strategies and action 
plans: From development 
to implementation and 
evaluation 
2:00–3:00 p.m.

Cross-border cooperation 
to end corruption: GlobE 
Network — a global 
operational network 
of anti-corruption law 
enforcement authorities
2:00–3:00 p.m.

The fight against 
international corruption 
from Palermo to Merida: 
Challenges deriving from 
cryptocurrencies and 
new pathways to asset 
recovery
2:00–3:00 p.m.

Successful and innovative 
experiences when 
preventing corruption in 
the public sector: What 
can we learn from each 
other? 
2:00–3:00 p.m.

General discussion
3:00–6:00 p.m. Women leaders for 

integrity: Considerations 
for an inclusive recovery
4:00–5:00 p.m.

Tackling corruption in 
prison systems
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Contemporary forms 
of slavery and anti-
corruption: Examining 
relationships and 
addressing policy gaps
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Gala dinner hosted by Egypt (7:30 p.m.)

TUESDAY, 14 DECEMBER 2021
PLENARY 1 

THE CAPITAL
PLENARY 2 

THE SUMMIT EL WADI EL FAYROUZ STE CATHERINE NILE VALLEY 

The Stolen Asset 
Recovery Initiative 
(StAR) Day
• High-level opening

session: The state of
play for asset recovery

• Orders without
borders

• Data and transparency
in asset recovery and
returns

9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Arab Anti-Corruption 
and Integrity Network 
(ACINET) high-level 
meeting
8:30–10:00 a.m.

Stop the virus, stop 
corruption, speak up! 
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Our joint anti-corruption 
efforts: A continental 
reflection (Africa)
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Misuse of fundraising 
activities for corruption 
and related criminal 
purposes
9:00–10:00 a.m.

General discussion 
(continued)
10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

Best practices and main 
barriers in recovering 
proceeds of corruption
1:00–2:00 p.m.

Corruption in check: 
Supreme audit 
institutions on the move
1:00–2:00 p.m.

Safeguarding sport from 
corruption: Together, 
everyone wins
1:00–2:00 p.m.

The Stolen Asset 
Recovery Initiative 
(StAR) Day 
(continued) 
• Ending the Shell game
• Standing as victim

of corruption and
damages

• Taxing corruption
• Closing session:

Charting the way
forward for asset
recovery

2:00–5:30 p.m.

National anti-corruption 
strategy: Best practices 
and challenges
2:00–3:00 p.m.

Challenges and 
opportunities of ICT 
to prevent and detect 
corruption and to 
foster integrity and 
transparency
2:00–3:00 p.m.

Stepping up global 
action for business 
integrity
2:00–3:00 p.m.

General discussion 
(continued)
3:00–6:00 p.m.

Is state reporting 
on anti-corruption 
conventions impactful? 
Reflections from Africa
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Who really is a whistle-
blower? 
6:00–7:00 p.m.

Digitalization – a “silver 
bullet” to prevent 
corruption? 
6:00–7:00 p.m.

The new normal in 
fighting corruption: The 
Malaysian experience
6:00–7:00 p.m.

The special events are open to all registered participants of the Conference. The events are held in a hybrid format, with in-person and 
online participation. For more detailed information on each special event, including the concrete participation mode, please consult: 
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/COSP/session9.html



WEDNESDAY, 15 DECEMBER 2021
PLENARY 1 

THE CAPITAL
PLENARY 2 

THE SUMMIT EL WADI EL FAYROUZ STE CATHERINE NILE VALLEY 

 Informal communication 
and international 
cooperation: Synergy, 
challenges and prospects
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Effective economic 
governance and financial 
integrity to achieve the 
SDGs
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Shaping the future: 
Anchoring gender in the 
CoSP process
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Review of the 
implementation of 
the United Nations 
Convention against 
Corruption
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Informal consultations 
(closed)
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Tools and best practices 
for asset recovery and 
non-conviction-based 
asset forfeiture
12:00–1:00 p.m.

The role of national 
parliaments and other 
legislative bodies in 
preventing and fighting 
corruption
12:30–1:30 p.m.

Beneficial ownership: 
Advancing UNCAC 
commitments
12:00–1:00 p.m.

Engaging UNCAC 
constituents: Global 
Initiative of Anti-
Corruption Cities
12:30–1:30 p.m.

Technical assistance 
1:30–3:30 p.m.

Informal consultations 
(closed)
1:30–3:30 p.m.

Role of financial 
intelligence units in 
combating illicit financial 
flows
3:30–5:00 p.m.

Strengthening the role 
of education and youth 
in the fight against 
corruption
3:30–4:30 p.m.

Algeria against 
corruption: New legal 
and institutional anti-
corruption reforms
4:00–5:00 p.m.

Women as drivers for fair 
and ethical business
3:30–4:30 p.m.

Prevention 
5:00–7:00 p.m.

Strengthening civil 
society’s role in anti-
corruption in Uzbekistan
7:00–8:00 p.m.

Making progress in 
the integrity and fight 
against corruption 
in post-conflict 
environments: Case 
study Somalia
7:00–8:00 p.m.

Do we need a special 
rapporteur on anti-
corruption and if so, 
what should its mandate 
look like?
7:00–8:00 p.m.

Open data and 
transparency for 
enhancing integrity 
of the public sector 
(Transparent public 
finances)
7:00–8:00 p.m.

LAYOUT OF THE CONFERENCE VENUE



FRIDAY, 17 DECEMBER 2021
PLENARY 1 

THE CAPITAL
PLENARY 2 

THE SUMMIT EL WADI EL FAYROUZ STE CATHERINE NILE VALLEY

Practical steps towards 
political finance 
transparency
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Ninth Forum of 
Parliamentarians: 
Implementing integrity
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Environmental 
corruption as a 
roadblock to reaching 
the SDGs
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Management of 
recovered assets in 
Africa: Challenges and 
opportunities
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Other matters, 
provisional agenda for 
the tenth session
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Informal consultations 
(closed)
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

The role of the 
professions as 
gatekeepers
12:00–1:00 p.m.

Tackling transnational 
organized corruption:  
Linking UNTOC and 
UNCAC 
12:30–1:30 p.m.

Energy transition 
in Africa: An anti-
corruption perspective
12:00–1:00 p.m.

Tackling corruption 
linked to environmental 
crime
12:30–1:30 p.m.

Adoption of the report 
1:30–3:30 p.m.

An international 
overview of whistle-
blower laws and best 
practices
4:00–5:00 p.m.

Adoption of the report 
(continued)
5:00–7:00 p.m.

THURSDAY, 16 DECEMBER 2021
PLENARY 1 

THE CAPITAL
PLENARY 2 

THE SUMMIT EL WADI EL FAYROUZ STE CATHERINE NILE VALLEY

Cross-sectoral response 
to corruption in Kuwait
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Multi-stakeholder 
collaboration in anti-
corruption: A perspective 
from the G20 Anti-
Corruption Working 
Group
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Beyond COVID-19
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Strengthening the 
implementation of 
UNCAC at the Southern 
Africa Development 
Community (SADC) level
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Asset recovery 
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Informal consultations 
(closed)
10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m.

Honour our 
commitments to 
strengthen international 
anti-corruption 
cooperation, and deny 
safe havens to the 
corrupt and the proceeds 
of corruption
12:00–1:00 p.m.

Southeast Europe 
together against 
corruption
12:30–1:30 p.m.

Anti-corruption 
prosecutors under attack
12:00–1:00 p.m.

Trends, challenges 
and good practices in 
preventing and fighting 
corruption
12:30–1:30 p.m.

International 
cooperation 
1:30–3:30 p.m.

Informal consultations 
(closed)
1:30–3:30 p.m.

Honduras’ experience 
implementing UNCAC 
in strategic partnership 
with UNODC
4:00–5:00 p.m.

Strengthening the 
UNCAC Implementation 
Review Mechanism
3:30–4:30 p.m.

Private sector financial 
institutions: On the 
frontline of financial 
integrity
4:00–5:00 p.m.

Taking stock of the work 
of the Expert Group 
Meeting on Corruption 
and International 
Investments organized in 
line with CoSP resolution 
8/9
3:30–4:30 p.m.

Follow-up to the 
special session of the 
General Assembly 
on challenges and 
measures to prevent 
and combat corruption 
and strengthen inter-
national cooperation
5:00–7:00 p.m.

Challenges and 
opportunities on the 
implementation of the 
40th paragraph of the 
political declaration 
of UNGASS: The 
experiences of the 
Portuguese speaking 
countries
7:00–8:00 p.m.

Integrity in border 
management
7:00–8:00 p.m.

Civil society champions 
against corruption: 
Showcasing regional 
best practices
7:00–8:00 p.m.

Corruption and Economic Crime Branch, Division for Treaty Affairs, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, uncac@un.org
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